
Minutes of Somerset West CPF Public meeting held at 19H00 on 
Tuesday 20  th   August, 2019 at the Somerset West Library Hall.

1. WELCOME
Mr Smith welcomed everyone to the meeting. He introduced Lt Col Fleischmann.

2. OPENING PRAYER
Ms Marais quoted a verse from the bible.  Ms Esau opened the proceedings with a 
prayer.

3. APOLOGIES
Cllrs Pringle and Peck, Mr Alan Winter and Mr Terry Durrant.

4. CHAIRMANS ADDRESS
Mr Smith said that there a lot of problems in the Police and it saddens him about the
social media moaning about them. He said 98% of them are good. He said that our 
police station is about 30 officers short. He said that the station is running on about 
60%, and that the negative comments does affect them. The Detectives are grossly 
overloaded. He said that negative comments on social media puts unnecessary 
stress on them.

He said in spite of all this, the crime is down, and that they were doing a damn good
job out there. He said that productivity has increased.

He said that the CID, which is funded by deductions from the ratepayers,  is not 
working out. He said the crime was up in that area and the CBD was a mess. He 
said people should comment on social media about how the CBD looks. There were
many empty shops in the area. 

He touched on suicides, which in the past six weeks had been seven. He asked 
people to identify people under stress and reach out to help them.

5. GUEST SPEAKER

Prof Leon Holtzhausen from UCT gave an interesting talk on Substance Abuse and 
the work they had been doing.

6. CRIME OVERVIEW

Cst. Koen said that there had been a significant decrease in all the priority crimes 
during August. One category of concern was burglaries business.  The top six 



hotspots were: The CBD, Rasta Kamp in SLP, The Triangle,  Audas Estate and 
Mission Grounds in SLP.

He outlined the sector areas of Somerset West.

In general it has been a good month so far.

7. GENERAL

Mr Esau said that parents need to take ownership of their children.

Mr Poole said that City Police, who had less training than SAPS, attracted more 
negative comments.

Mr Smith said that it was extremely disturbing about what happened on the N2. He 
said the N2 was volatile and he had enlisted help from our local security companies 
and all of them volunteered to help. A WhatsApp group had been established and 
since that time, there had not been a single incident in the last 7 days. He said that 
they were doing a magnificent job. The audience applauded.

Mr Smith answered a few questions from the audience.

 

Bill Smith
Chairman


