
Minutes of Somerset West CPF Public meeting held at 19H00 on 
Tuesday 16  th   October, 2019 at the Somerset West Library Hall.  

1. WELCOME
Mr Smith welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2. OPENING PRAYER
Warrant Officer Van der Westhuizen opened the proceedings with a prayer.

3. APOLOGIES
Apologies was made for Mr & Mrs Essau

4. CHAIRMANS ADDRESS
Mr Smith pointed out that there is 2 council points that people asked to be addressed and 
Mr Smith asked that the 2 points get discussed after the crime overview was discussed

Mr Smith said that he has 3 points that he would like to address:

1. Abandoned Houses – The reason why the houses are abandoned is that the 
residents can’t afford to pay the bond payments anymore so they just pack up and 
leave. 

The areas where there is abandon house is in Westridge, Upper Orange

Mr Smith asked that people please be vigilant because the abandon houses attract 
vagrants. Mr Smith pointed out that the vagrants will remove everything from the 
house that they can and then you are only sitting with a empty shell.

2. Mr Smith said that he had visited the Green point area and after his visit he had a 
meeting with Metro Police. What blew Mr Smith away at Green point was the 
visibility of so many Metro Police officers that patrol the area and no vagrants.

Mr Smith then raise the question why can’t we the Metro Police Patrol our CBD.

On his walk in Green Point Mr Smith saw 3 Metro Police vehicles with 3 different 
number plates.

The Police station is under staffed and Somerset Station needs more assistance. If 
the Police attend to a situation then they can be busy to up to 3/4 hours and 
additional help is needed.



3. Heritage Buildings. 2 Gentleman’s from the Heritage Council joined the evening. 

Mr Smith gave a brief overview of the Heritage House. The houses is on private 
property so the Police can’t just enter the house as they please. A crime must first 
be committed before the police is allowed to enter the property.

Mr Smith asked that the people please be more respectful towards the Police. It is 
not the Police job to ensure the house is kept safe, it is Councillors and the home 
owners responsibility to ensure that the house is kept safe.

There was a court order for the house in Victoria street to be demolish but then 
Heritage Counsel object against it.

5. CRIME OVERVIEW  

Constable Koen gave the crime overview.

End of September was the end of the first semester of the Financial year for Somerset 
West.

The last month was a very good month for the Police, the following problem categories 
stood out:

a. Theft out of motor vehicle

b. Commercial crimes

For the month of October the following crime categories picked up, assaults, 
malicious damage to property and commercial crimes.

Fraud contributes to 40% of the crime in cluster.
Constable Koen gave a example of the type of fraud/commercial crimes

 Online visa cases

 Gumtree ad cases

  Few cases where money was just withdrawn from the account

 When you buy something and you pay the money into the business account but 
then the account details does not belong to the business.

General trends
 There were almost no burglaries in sector 2 for the past 2 months, however for the 

past 2 weeks crowbar style burglaries is starting to pickup again

 House robberies is also starting to pickup again

 We are moving into the festive season to theft will pickup

Ms Anelia Marais showed how real the SARS scam looks and that people needs to 
extremely careful for these type of scams

Col. Fleischman 

6. GENERAL

Mr Thomas pointed out the meeting held with Mr Dan Plato

Mr Smith said that he did not attend the meeting because he knew it was going to 
be a political event and there is no place for politics in crime.



7.

8. The meeting closed at about  20H45

Bill Smith
Chairman


